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Political Developments 

European Roma and Travellers Forum (Press Release)

The European Union needs to tackle racism within its own Ranks

Strasbourg, 1 March 2006. On the occasion of the launch of a new report on racism in Europe by 
the newly established EU Fundamental Rights Agency, the president of the European Roma and 
Travellers Forum, Rudko Kawczynski called on the EU member states to start taking serious 
racism within their own ranks.

“Europe has too long behaved as if racism and xenophobia were essentially linked to pre-
modernism, considering itself immune against such trends. Anti-Gypsyism is the best example 
for the erroneousness of this assumption.”, Rudko Kawczynski said referring to the continuity 
between the anti-Gypsy laws of the early 20th century, the persecution of Roma under National-
Socialism, and present-days anti-Gyspysim including hate speech and anti-Roma violence.

“As a practical man, I am not at all surprised at the report’s findings, documenting a sharp 
increase of racism in Europe. Our organisations receive every day witness of discrimination and 
Human Rights violations against Roma”, the president of the European Roma and Travellers 
Forum said. He pointed out that anti-Gypsyism is increasingly institutionalised with state 
institutions becoming one of its main perpetrators. 

Given the all-pervasiveness of anti-Roma violence in Europe Kawczynski asserted the Roma’s 
right to freely choose their place of residence. He firmly condemned the recent refoulement of 
Romani asylum seekers from the new member states in Ieland and Sweden> At the same time 
he warned the new member states not to use the EU’s open border policy to get rid of their 
unwanted Romani citizens.
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Commenting of the launch of the new Fundamental Rights Agency, Rudko Kawczynski said that 
he shared the concerns expressed by others that the extended focus of the new agency might 
go at the expense of the work on racism and xenophobia formerly done by the European 
Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC). “We have just seen a positive shift 
within the EUMC’s work with the observatory paying considerably more attention to 
discrimination and violence against Roma,” Kawczynski said. “We want the Fundamental Rights 
Agency to take on on this work with the monitoring of anti-Gypsism as an explicit part of its 
mandate”, the president of the European Roma and Travellers Forum concluded.

International Organisations

Nations Unies

Situation des femmes rroms a l’examen aux Nations Unies

La situation des femmes et des jeunes filles rroms à fait l’objet d’une intervention lors de la 
51ème session de la Commission de la condition de la femme qui s’est tenue à Genève le 27 
février 2007.

Le scripte de la réunion est disponible sur: 
http://www.un.org/News/fr-press/docs/2007/FEM609.doc.htm

Reports

Council of Europe

Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities

The United Kingdom submits its second report pursuant to the Framework 
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities

Strasbourg, 26.2.2007 – The United Kingdom has just submitted its second state report in 
English, pursuant to Article 25, paragraph 1, of the Framework Convention for the Protection of 
National Minorities. It is now up to the Advisory Committee to consider it and adopt an opinion 
intended for the Committee of Ministers. 

Source: FCNM News(2007)007 

The document can be downloaded at: http://www.coe.int/T/E/Human_Rights/Minorities/

The Advisory Committee adopts Opinion on Spain and “The Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia”

Strasbourg 23.2.2007 - The Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the 
Protection of National Minorities adopted two country-specific opinions this week under the 
second cycle of monitoring the implementation of this convention in States Parties. 

The opinion on Spain was adopted on 22 February, and the opinion on “the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia” was adopted on 23 February. 
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These two opinions will now be submitted to the Committee of Ministers, which is to adopt 
conclusions and recommendations. 

Source: FCNM News(2007)006 

The documents can be downloaded at: http://www.coe.int/T/E/Human_Rights/Minorities/

Governments

US Department of State

State Department Releases 2006 Reports on Human Rights Practices
6 March 2007

The US State department has just released its 2006 Reports on Human Rights Practices. The 
reports cover the status of human rights in 2006 in 196 countries and entities.

Discrimination and human rights violation against Roma and Travellers was reported in 29 out 
of 46 Council of Europe member states, almost all states wihere a known Romani presence
exists.

The country reports are available at: http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2006/

Scientific Community

Gypsies’ and Travellers’ Health Much Worse than Other Vulnerable Groups

Newswise — The health of Gypsies and Travellers is significantly worse than that of other 
vulnerable groups, reveals research in the Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health.

It is not known how many Gypsies and Travellers there are in Britain, but estimates put the 
number at around 300,000.

The researchers assessed the health of just under 300 Gypsies and Travellers of UK and Irish 
origin in five locations across England (Sheffield, Leicester, Norfolk, London, and Bristol).

Using validated measures, this was compared with the health of people living in rural 
communities, or areas of deprivation, or ethnic minority communities, all of whom tend to 
have poorer health than average.

The findings showed that Gypsies and Travellers were significantly more likely to have a long 
term illness, problem, or disability that interfered with daily life or which limited their ability 
to work.

They were also more immobile, had greater problems maintaining their own health, and 
endured more pain and discomfort, anxiety and depression than people in the other groups.

Their rates of diabetes, stroke and cancer were not higher. But the authors point out that 
often these diseases can be 'silent' and that any associated symptoms might not have been 
recognised.
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Gypsies and Travellers were also significantly more likely to say they had chest pain, 
respiratory problems, and arthritis. And they reported higher rates of miscarriage and 
premature death among their children.

Policies to tackle health inequalities have clearly not been meeting the needs of Gypsies and 
Travellers, conclude the authors.

A companion paper in the journal, which looked at Gypsies' and Travellers' health beliefs and 
experiences, found that ill health is seen as 'normal' and something that everyone has to bear.

Click here to view the papers in full:
Main paper: http://press.psprings.co.uk/jech/march/198_ch45997.pdf
Companion paper: http://press.psprings.co.uk/jech/march/205_ch46078.pdf

Source: Newswire
http://www.newswise.com/articles/view/527672/

News digest

Countries

Germany

Sinti und Roma: Diskriminierung muss aufhören
7. März 2007

Manchmal geschieht Diskriminierung en passant zwischen den Zeilen - dies beklagt der 
Zentralrat Deutscher Sinti und Roma. Der Zentralrat setzt sich jetzt für ein Diskriminierungs-
verbot per Gesetz im Beamten- und Medienrecht ein: Behörden wie Polizei, Feuerwehr oder 
Verwaltungsämter sollen demnach der Presse gegenüber nicht mehr mitteilen, ob ein 
Beschuldigter einer ethnischen, religiösen oder sexuellen Minderheit angehört - sofern dies 
nicht zwingend nötig ist, um den Tathergang zu verstehen. Denn die Minderheiten-
kennzeichnung auch von Sinti und Roma "schürt Hass in der Bevölkerung und verursacht 
Benachteiligungen in Schule und Beruf sowie für all diejenigen Sinti und Roma, die mit den 
Beschuldigten nichts zu tun haben", sagt Romani Rose, Vorsitzender des Zentralrats Deutscher 
Sinti und Roma.

Rose fordert einen entsprechenden Beschluss der Innenministerkonferenz für eine Bundesrats-
initiative. Dafür hat er allen Ministern einen Vorschlag zum "Diskriminierungsverbot gegen die 
Minderheitenkennzeichnung Beschuldigter in der Berichterstattung der Behörden" zugeleitet. 
Die neue Regel könnte in das seit 2006 geltende Allgemeine Gleichbehandlungsgesetz 
aufgenommen werden, empfiehlt Rose.

Der Zentralrat untersucht seit 1995 Presseberichte und auch Fernsehbeiträge unter anderem 
darauf, ob die Bezeichnung von Tätern als Sinti oder Roma für das Tatverständnis dringend 
notwendig war. Bis Juli 2006 wurden demzufolge Menschen in 554 Artikeln unnötigerweise als 
Sinti oder Roma beschrieben. In 508 Fällen nahmen Polizei- oder andere Behörden diese 
Personenkennzeichnung vor, so der Zentralrat. Mitunter war auch von "reisender Sippe" oder 
"mobiler ethnischer Minderheit" die Rede. Teils würden Neonazis diese Berichte auf ihre 
Internet-Seiten stellen - so werde Rassismus Vorschub geleistet, beklagt Rose. Die ebenfalls 
gebräuchliche Bezeichnung "Landfahrer" stamme aus Nazi-Zeiten und "wirkt ebenso 
stigmatisierend für die gesamte Minderheit", sagte Romani Rose. Im Dezember 2006 hat der 
Zentralrat Deutscher Sinti und Roma allein gegen 46 Zeitungsartikel und fünf Agentur-
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meldungen der vergangenen zwölf Monate Beschwerde beim Deutschen Presserat in Bonn 
eingelegt.

Auch in Berlin wurden bei Polizeibehörden oder Jugendämtern etwa im Falle einer Kindes-
vernachlässigung Personen als Sinti umschrieben. So etwas sei ein "leichtfertiges Versehen
gewesen", sagte Marcel Kuhlmey, Leiter der Berliner Polizeipressestelle. "Wir halten die 
Mitteilungen an die Presse weitestgehend neutral und nennen höchstens die Nationalität" -
auch, weil "die Presseberichterstattung das subjektive Sicherheitsgefühl der Menschen in ihrer 
Stadt erheblich beeinträchtigen kann". Es liege der Behörde absolut fern, "Rechten Vorschub zu 
leisten". Aufgrund der Konzentration einiger Medien auf Vorfälle von Jugendlichen mit 
Migrationshintergrund könne man derzeit vielmehr den Eindruck gewinnen, dass einige 
Pressevertreter Straftaten von deutschen Tätern in ihrer Wahrnehmung vergleichsweise 
vernachlässigten, sagte Kuhlmey. kög

Source: Der Tagesspiegel
http://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/archiv/07.03.2007/3124418.asp#

Mihok: Unsicherer Rechtsstatus verursacht Angst
UNICEF-Studie zu "Roma-Kinder in Deutschland"
5. März 2007

Die Mitautorin der UNICEF-Studie "Roma-Kinder in Deutschland", Brigitte Mihok, hat eine 
gesetzliche Besserstellung von in Deutschland lebenden Roma-Kindern gefordert. Besonders 
für die etwa 10.000 aus dem Kosovo stammenden Roma-Kinder sei ein Aufenthaltsrecht 
notwendig, sagte Mihok im Deutschlandradio Kultur.

Matthias Hanselmann: Frau Mihok, von wie vielen in Deutschland lebenden Roma-Kindern gehen 
Sie eigentlich aus?

Brigitte Mihok: Es sind etwa 20.000 Roma-Kinder in Deutschland.

Hanselmann: Was haben Sie über die Lage der Roma-Kinder in unserem Land herausgefunden in 
Ihrer Studie?

Mihok: Eine Menge, und zwar das Wichtigste ist, dass es sehr große regionale Unterschiede gibt: 
Deswegen, weil sie in unterschiedliche Bundesländer geflohen sind, je nachdem, von wo sie 
gekommen sind. Dann gibt es einen großen lokalen Handlungsspielraum der Kommunen, das 
wissen wir, und davon hängt zum Beispiel Unterbringung und Versorgung ab, oder auch der 
Bildungszugang.

Hanselmann: Erstmal, von woher sind sie gekommen?

Mihok: Also es gibt mehrere Gruppen, und die sollten wir unterscheiden: Einmal zwischen 1991 
und 1995 aus Bosnien, ein großer Teil, dann 1999 aus dem Kosovo. Zwischen 1990 und 1996 sind 
auch viele aus Rumänien gekommen.

Und dann haben wir eine große Gruppe von Asylbewerbern aus ost- und südosteuropäischen 
Staaten, die auch in den letzten vier, fünf Jahren gekommen sind. Auch viele, die einfach 
Aufnahme in den Kommunen begehrt haben und dann eine Duldung dort bekommen haben, also 
nicht in die Asylverfahren rein gegangen sind.

Hanselmann: Sie sagen, die Lage, die Situation der Roma-Kinder ist regional sehr 
unterschiedlich. Lässt sich zusammenfassend irgendetwas sagen?
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Mihok: Nehmen wir Bildungssituation: Die Studie zeigt auf, dass die fehlende Schulpflicht in 
drei Bundesländern Hessen, Baden-Württemberg, Saarland, eine Benachteiligung mit sich 
bringt. Und bis vor einem Jahr auch nur in Nordrhein-Westfalen, da gab es auch keine 
Schulpflicht. Und es betraf viele Flüchtlingskinder, weil es gibt zwar ein Schulrecht, aber das 
ist viel umständlicher und viel komplizierter in Anspruch zu nehmen als jetzt die Schulpflicht.

Hanselmann: Wie ist ihre rechtliche Situation generell, es gibt geduldete Familien, es gibt 
welche, die Niederlassungsrecht haben?

Mihok: Die Untersuchung zeigt, dass wir etwa bei einem Drittel davon ausgehen können, dass 
sie eine Aufenthaltserlaubnis haben, und diese Erlaubnis oder dieser Status eröffnet erst die 
Teilnahmemöglichkeit, die gesellschaftliche, oder Integration.

Weil die Familien dann arbeiten dürfen, eine Wohnung beziehen dürfen und auch sonst bessere 
Rechte haben als die Geduldeten. Also zwei Drittel sind dann eben Geduldete, das heißt, sie 
haben hier keinen rechtmäßigen Aufenthalt und sind verpflichtet auszureisen, und dieser 
Ausreisedruck bestimmt auch die Situation im Großen.

Hanselmann: Da muss doch eine völlige Perspektivlosigkeit herrschen.

Mihok: Eine sehr große, und viele Sozialarbeiter haben darauf hingewiesen, dass unter den 
Kindern, die auch die Schule besuchen und geduldet sind, eine Unruhe entsteht, wenn die 
Duldungen ablaufen. Und dass sie dann auch nicht zur Schule kommen aus Angst, dass sie dann 
vielleicht auch noch unterwegs oder in der Schule abgeholt werden.

Hanselmann: Ist die Lage der Roma-Kinder eine besondere, dass dieses Bild des Zigeuners noch 
durch viele Köpfe geistert, also das Bild von Menschen, die es nirgendwo länger aushalten. 
Begegnet Roma-Kindern dieses Bild in Deutschland noch häufig?

Mihok: Nur zum Teil. Dort, wo sie durch die Bedingungen ausgegrenzt werden, dann greifen 
solche Erklärungen, also wenn sie dann unregelmäßig zur Schule kommen, dann wird erklärt 
von Seiten der Lehrer oder Sozialarbeiter, sie legen auch kein Wert auf Bildung, sie kennen das 
ja gar nicht, sie sind gar nicht gewohnt an regelmäßige Strukturen und Verhaltensweisen. Also 
da delegiert man ihnen Muster zu.

Hanselmann: Was muss passieren jetzt nach Ihrer Studie, welche Schlüsse ziehen Sie daraus, 
um die Situation zu verbessern?

Mihok: Einmal ist natürlich das Aufenthaltsrecht, also dass man schaut vor allem für die 
Kosovoflüchtlinge, die sind die größte Gruppe, es sind etwa 23.000 Erwachsene, also 10.000 
Kinder aus dem Kosovo - weil die Sicherheitssituation im Kosovo ja gerade für sie nach wie vor 
kritisch ist und auf absehbare Zeit keine Rückkehr wohl möglich ist. Bis dann sollte zumindest 
versucht werden doch so ein Aufenthaltsstatus, dass sie eine Perspektive haben, und auch den 
Kindern eben sich bemühen, die Möglichkeiten für Bildung weiterhin zu gewähren, damit sie 
entweder für hier oder für das Zurückgehen vorbereitet sind.

Es gibt eine große Gruppe, die keine Voraussetzungen haben, um eine Aufenthaltserlaubnis zu 
bekommen, aber deren Hierbleiben sich verfestigt, und zwar in den Unterkünften. Wenn sie 
aber in den Unterkünften leben, die die schlechtesten Bedingungen aufweisen - und es gibt 
viele davon -, marode Schulgebäude, die dann zu Wohnheimen irgendwie umfunktioniert 
worden sind, da sollte man schauen, dass man da die verbessert, die Wohnbedingungen, auch 
die Betreuungssituation. Weil die ist ja auch zurückgefahren worden in den letzten Jahren, also 
es gibt nicht mehr so viele Sozialarbeiter in den Heimen.
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Also zumindest für die Gruppe sollte man darauf achten und dann auch wirklich unterstützen, 
dass auch diese Kinder die Schule besuchen können und vor allem dann auch in Kindergärten 
einbezogen werden sollen. Und dann gibt es die Gruppe der Jugendlichen, die Geduldeten, die 
keine Ausbildung machen dürfen. Mit dem Duldungsstatus darf man auch keine Ausbildung, 
keine Lehre, auch keine Arbeit aufnehmen, das heißt, die sind sozusagen außen vor, auf 
der Straße sozusagen.

Quelle: Deutschlandradio
http://www.dradio.de/dkultur/sendungen/kulturinterview/600798/

Serbia

400,000 Roma lack identification in Serbia
1 March 2007

While Serbia rolls out high tech personal ID's and other documents, some 400,000 Roma remain 
unaccounted for.

Earlier this year, Serbia introduced new high-tech ID cards with chips and biometric data, yet 
400,000 Serbian Roma have no identifying documents. They have no registered place of 
residence, which makes it difficult for them to obtain personal ID's and then causes other social 
and constitutional rights violations for Roma as a minority.

According to the new regulation, all citizens over 16, residing in Serbia, must have a new ID 
card by the end of July 2011. The new IDs will contain a chip with personal data on citizenship, 
residency and address under an individual citizen number. The biometric data will include a 
face analysis, fingerprints, signature, digital photo and a digital fingerprint of the holder.

Minister of Internal Affairs Dragan Jocic has said that the new high tech cards will help fight 
organised crime and terrorism, improve state institutions and can be used to determine voter 
lists.

Out of respect for ethnic minorities' rights, the new registration regulation stipulates that those 
who observe religious or national customs may have their photo taken while wearing a scarf or 
hat. The ID cards will be printed in Serbian Cyrillic and English, as well as in the languages of 
the ethnic minorities.

According to the Centre for Minority Rights in Belgrade, 400,000 Roma in Serbia cannot be 
accounted for as they have no permanent place of residence and live in temporary settlements 
without addresses. Without an address they cannot register for an ID card, and without an ID 
card the state administration cannot account for them. As an unaccounted minority, Roma's 
social and constitutional rights are violated, for they cannot exercise the right to education, 
social or health care without any personal documents.

"I am not registered and I cannot register my child either. Without proper ID, I have no health 
care coverage, but have to pay for a doctor's visit. Also, I cannot get a job." says Sevdija 
Hasari.

According to the Centre, there are at least two generations of Roma without birth certificates, 
in Belgrade alone.

Authorities are not yet addressing the problem seriously, but when they do, it will require 
better co-operation between the state institutions and NGOs.

Davor Konjikusic 
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Source: Southeast European Times
http://www.setimes.com/cocoon/setimes/xhtml/en_GB/features/setimes/features/2007/03/
01/feature-02

Kosovo

Ex-Kosovo leader faces UN trial
6 March  2007

THE HAGUE -- Kosovo's former prime minister has "blood on his hands," the UN chief prosecutor 
said yesterday at the start of a war crimes trial on charges stemming from the war against Serb 
forces in 1998-99.

Ramush Haradinaj, a Kosovo Albanian and former regional commander of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA), resigned in 2005 after being indicted by a UN tribunal on murder, rape, and 
torture charges stemming from acts allegedly committed by forces he commanded.

Standing trial with him are Idriz Balaj, the commander of the "Black Eagles," a special unit of 
the KLA, and Lahi Brahimaj, Haradinaj's uncle and a close associate.

"These three men come before you accused of crimes -- ugly, cruel, and violent crimes," Chief 
Prosecutor Carla del Ponte told the court in her opening statement.
"Be in no doubt that this warlord, his lieutenant and his jailer have blood on their hands," she 
added.

Kosovo, whose population is 90 percent Albanian, was the site of NATO's first "humanitarian" 
war, which sought in 1999 to remove Serb forces who killed 10,000 Albanians and drove out 
almost 1 million in a two-year conflict with the KLA. An insurrection in Kosovo, a province of 
Serbia, had prompted the brutal suppression of Albanians by Serb forces and paramilitaries.

The province of 2 million has been run by the United Nations since then, and individuals on 
both sides of the conflict have been indicted by the UN tribunal.

Last Thursday Haradinaj pleaded not guilty to 37 counts of crimes against humanity and 
violations of the laws or customs of war. Balaj and Brahimaj also pleaded not guilty.
The three men, dressed in dark suits, looked relaxed and chatted together before the trial 
began.

"Mr. Haradinaj fought an honorable war. Its targets were combatants, not civilians. Faced with 
the overwhelming firepower of the combined Serbian forces, he sought to organize the defense 
of the Albanian population," Haradinaj's defense lawyer told the court, adding the charges were 
completely unfounded.

"The targeting of Serb civilians, or any civilians, was never one of Mr. Haradinaj's military 
objectives."

Haradinaj, 38, is accused of leading a campaign to drive Serbs and Roma from their villages and 
of attacks on ethnic Albanian and Roma civilians the KLA saw as collaborators.

KLA forces, including the "Black Eagles" trained by Haradinaj and Balaj, killed those civilians 
left behind or those who refused to abandon their homes, according to the indictment.

In one case, Balaj and his forces are accused of abducting three Roma men because of their 
perceived collaboration with Serb forces. One man's nose was cut off and Balaj then cut each 
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of the three men on their necks, arms, and thighs, rubbed salt into the wounds and sewed 
them up, according to the indictment.

The three men were then reportedly wrapped in barbed wire and later killed, their bodies 
dumped in a lake.

Considered a hero by many Kosovo Albanians, Haradinaj is the most senior former KLA guerrilla 
to be indicted over the war and the first serving head of government to be indicted since 
former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic. The initial charges against Milosevic stemmed 
from his role in the suppression of Kosovo Albanians.

Source: Boston Globe
http://www.boston.com/news/world/europe/articles/2007/03/06/ex_kosovo_leader_faces_un
_trial?mode=PF

Slovenia

EU urged to press Slovenia over 'erased' citizens
26 February 2006

Slovenia has been urged to lift the cloud of uncertainty hanging over the 
country's Roma citizens before it assumes the EU presidency on 1 January 
2008.

About 18,000 Slovenians, mostly of Roma origin, were removed from the 
country's registry of permanent residents in 1992.

To mark the 15th anniversary of the event, Amnesty International has called 
on each of the EU institutions to press Slovenia to reinstate what it calls 
its "erased" citizens to the registry.

Dick Oosting, director of Amnesty's EU office in Brussels, said it would be 
"highly embarrassing" if Slovenia failed to address the problem by the time 
the country takes over the EU's rotating presidency.

He said the 'erased' had lost a series of rights, including access to health 
and education, that left them living in a 'legal limbo' as a result of the 
decision.

"There are dramatic cases of people who were denied care even though they 
were in the middle of health treatments and children who were not allowed to 
enrol in schools for several years," Oosting said.

"Much remains to be done and the EU cannot afford to ignore this problem, 
especially since this is happening during the EU's equal year of 
opportunities and in a country that is soon going to be taking over the EU 
presidency."

In a letter to the European commission, member states and the European 
parliament, Amnesty demands that the EU obtains a "clear" commitment from 
Slovenia to remedy the situation as soon as possible.

Its comments were echoed by Borut Pahor, a Socialist MEP from Slovenia, who 
insisted that action had to be taken to put right a "great injustice" to its 
citizens.
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"There has been an injustice and this is the reason some solution has to be 
found to this issue and not the fact that Slovenia will take over the EU 
presidency," said Pahor.

"This, however, is a sensitive issue in my country and finding a resolution 
is another question altogether."

Source: The Parliament
http://www.eupolitix.com/EN/News/200702/66112e7b-21bf-452a-9248-41a869333c8d.htm

Spain

«Es gitana, es una sucia, es lo peor»
25 de febrero de 2007

¿Le molestaría tener como vecino a un gitano? Cuatro de cada diez españoles reconocen que sí. 
O así lo recogió, al menos, el Barómetro del Centro de Investigaciones Sociológicas (CIS) de 
noviembre de 2005, que constató que la comunidad gitana continúa siendo el grupo social más 
rechazado de España: «A uno de cada cuatro españoles no le gustaría que sus hijos estuvieran 
en la misma clase que niños de familias gitanas». 

La minoría étnica mayoritaria en el Principado, donde viven entre 10.000 y 12.000 gitanos -
aproximadamente un dos por ciento de la población asturiana-, también es la más 
discriminada. Según un estudio del grupo de investigación psicosocial de la Facultad de 
Psicología de la Universidad de Oviedo, realizado en colaboración con el Movimiento por la Paz, 
el Desarme y la Libertad en Asturias y la Consejería de Vivienda, los jóvenes asturianos 
presentan un alto nivel de prejuicios hacia el colectivo de inmigrantes y las personas de etnia 
gitana residentes en el Principado, sin que se observe un cambio en las actitudes xenófobas 
respecto a las de generaciones precedentes. Además, los gitanos despiertan reacciones 
negativas «manifiestamente superiores» a las que surgen con relación a los grupos de 
extranjeros. 

La Fundación Secretariado Gitano es clara al respecto: aunque en los últimos años se ha 
producido una sensible mejora en sus condiciones de vida, propiciada por el acceso de los 
gitanos a los sistemas de protección social, a la vivienda pública y a los sistemas de salud y 
educación, «la población gitana continúa constituyendo uno de los grupos más vulnerables y, en 
términos generales, son de los ciudadanos asturianos más excluidos social y económicamente». 
Sólo en 2006, la Fundación constató ocho casos en los que se demostró que existieron prácticas 
discriminatorias en el Principado. Éstas son algunas de las caras de la exclusión que han sido 
recogidas en el informe «Discriminación y comunidad gitana 2006». 

lPravia. Durante el Pleno celebrado en el Ayuntamiento para tratar el realojamiento de tres 
familias gitanas, dos concejales afirman en sus intervenciones que el colectivo gitano «siempre 
se queja de que es maltratado, de que está discriminado», cuando, aseguran, «ellos, donde 
están a gusto, es fuera de los pisos». «No les gusta vivir en pisos, a la mayoría, porque no se 
saben adaptar, no guardan las normas de convivenciaÉ» y «se quejan de que no tienen dinero; 
pero sus vehículos todos los vemos, creo que no los regalan en una tómbola». 

lGozón. La Fundación Secretariado Gitano suscribe un convenio de colaboración con el 
Ayuntamiento para la promoción e inserción social de la comunidad gitana del municipio. Se 
trata, dice la Fundación, «de un trabajo integral que implica la puesta en marcha de medidas 
de erradicación del chabolismo para luego incluirlas dentro de un plan municipal que nunca 
llega a aprobarse por desinterés político, a pesar de la presión de la Fundación para que se 
cumplieran los compromisos acordados». 
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El plan de erradicación del chabolismo, recuerdan, «es una experiencia de buenas prácticas en 
el III Plan nacional de acción para la inclusión social del Reino de España 2005-2006». 

lOviedo. En abril, con motivo de la puesta en marcha del programa de acciones de conciliación, 
dirigido a mujeres gitanas con cargas familiares, la Fundación Secretariado Gitano se pone en 
contacto con una ludoteca para obtener información sobre horarios y presupuesto. El 
responsable de la ludoteca asegura, cuenta esta asociación, que el grupo de las mañanas está 
casi completo y no ve factible incluir a niños de una «clase social» diferente. Tras la insistencia 
de la Fundación, el propietario reconoce finalmente que lleva poco tiempo en el negocio y 
teme que el resto de los niños deje de asistir. Finalmente propone como alternativa el horario 
de tarde, en el que cuenta con menos clientes. 

lAvilés. Con motivo de la fiesta de fin de curso de un colegio de Avilés celebrada en mayo, se 
realiza un acto público para hacer entrega de la orla de la clase, en la que aparecen todos 
menos el único gitano del aula, ya que sus padres no han podido pagar la cuota establecida. El 
padre de uno de sus compañeros intenta convencer a la profesora y al resto de familias para 
que paguen la cuota del alumno con el dinero sobrante del material escolar, pero no se tiene 
en cuenta su propuesta, a pesar de que en otras ocasiones sí se han concedido ayudas similares 
a alumnos no gitanos. 

lGijón.Julio. Un usuario de la Fundación solicita en la Dirección General de Tráfico los 
documentos de baja de varios vehículos vendidos años atrás, para lo que, según le informan, 
necesita como requisito imprescindible presentar la documentación acreditativa de su 
propiedad. Otro trabajador de la Fundación llama por teléfono exponiendo la misma situación, 
pero la DGT responde que sólo necesita rellenar una hoja de solicitud. La FSG escribe una carta 
de reclamación y mantiene una reunión con el director de la entidad, que pide disculpas por lo 
sucedido. 

lAvilés. Septiembre. La Fundación pacta una formación de 250 horas con el gerente de una 
chapistería para siete beneficiarios gitanos. El día de la presentación del curso, cuando conoce 
a los alumnos, el gerente se muestra desconfiado y deja entrever que pueden causarle algún 
tipo de problema social y personal con el resto de trabajadores. Finalmente, aun a pesar de los 
esfuerzos de la FSG, decide no llevar a cabo el módulo formativo. 

lLlanes. Un hombre gitano se interesa por un anuncio de alquiler de un piso y contacta con su 
propietaria, quien, tras conocer su origen étnico, le comunica que no le va a alquilar el piso 
porque no quiere gitanos, y que es ella la que decide. La víctima acude al Ayuntamiento y 
solicita una entrevista con la Alcaldesa, pero nunca es recibida.

Fuenta: La Vanguardia
http://www.lne.es/secciones/noticia.jsp?pNumEjemplar=1559&pIdSeccion=42&pIdNoticia=496
152

El 80% de los alumnos gitanos de ESO no finalizan los estudios, según un informe
25 de febrero 2007

La mayoría de niñas de esta etnia dejan el colegio en el paso de primaria a secundaria

El 80% de los alumnos gitanos que comienzan la educación secundaria obligatoria (ESO) 
abandonan sus estudios antes de concluir esta etapa. En el caso de las niñas, la mayoría 
dejan el colegio en el paso de primaria a secundaria, mientras que los niños lo hacen unos 
cursos más tarde.
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Según un estudio de la Fundación Secretariado Gitano, en colaboración con los Ministerios de 
Educación y Trabajo y Asuntos Sociales, se ha logrado la normalización educativa de la 
población gitana respecto al acceso a la escuela, pero no en la continuidad de los estudios 
por la falta de referentes en las familias.

Las alumnas gitanas se tienen que enfrentar a mayores obstáculos para entrar en el ciclo de 
secundaria, aunque las que lo consiguen permanecen durante más tiempo que los chicos, 
como señala el dato de que en el último curso de la ESO el porcentaje de chicas (63,4%) casi 
dobla al de chicos (36,6%).

El rendimiento académico

Respecto a los resultados académicos, el 32% de los alumnos gitanos aprueban todas las 
asignaturas, frente al 58% de los escolares del resto de razas. Además, el 68% de los alumnos 
de esta etnia llevan un desfase de dos cursos, frente al 25,8% de los payos.

Los motivos por los que suspenden, según los chicos, son la falta de esfuerzo y los problemas 
de comprensión de la materia y, según los profesores, los altos índices de absentismo y la 
falta de hábitos de trabajo y estudio. La falta de referentes cercanos con formación 
académica entre sus familiares proporciona pocos modelos a seguir y muchas veces influye en 
la dificultad de convencer a las familias y a los jóvenes de sus posibilidades escolares, según 
señala el estudio.

La motivación y las finalidades

Otro de los resultados que arroja este informe es el alto nivel de desmotivación en los niños 
de esta etnia durante su asistencia a clase: el 68,5%, frente al 47% de los payos. Difieren 
también en la interpretación que hacen sobre la utilidad de estos estudios, que para los 
gitanos es conseguir un trabajo, mientras que los payos tienen la idea de mejora y progresión.

En cambio no hay casi diferencias entre ambos colectivos cuando valoran que se sienten bien 
en su centro educativo (el 83,1% los primeros y el 81,6% los segundos).

Análisis con 800 estudiantes

En general las chicas muestran una mayor tendencia a querer seguir estudiando. El 
porcentaje de las que cursan estudios medios y superiores en el caso de las chicas gitanas es 
de un 65% y un 85% en las payas, frente al 44% y el 71% de los chicos, gitanos y payos, 
respectivamente.

El estudio se ha realizado a lo largo de los últimos dos cursos académicos (2004/2005 y 
2005/2006) y ha contado con la participación de 800 alumnos españoles, 407 gitanos y 393 no 
gitanos, procedentes de todas las comunidades autónomas y de 118 centros de educación 
secundaria públicos y concertados. 

Fuenta: El periodico
http://www.elperiodico.com/default.asp?idpublicacio_PK=46&idioma=CAS&idnoticia_PK=38311
2&idseccio_PK=1021&h=
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United Kingdom

Plan to move travellers given the green light
2 March 2007

A controversial plan to move travellers off the Olympic site on to a park has been given the go 
ahead.

The London Development Agency (LDA) applied to move travellers from Clays Lane to Major 
Road, near the Leyton border.

The proposals involve the demolition of a playground, sports pitches, and a community centre.
Newham Council has received petitions containing more than 1,000 signatures from residents 
who feel that the removal of green space and sports facilities in a heavily residential area 
cannot be justified.

The travellers also oppose the move, they believe the Major Road site is unsuitable and will 
lead to them unfairly being blamed for the loss of amenities.

Speaking at a fiery meeting of Newham Council's planning committee last Thursday, Tracie 
Giles, representing the travellers, said: "My family have lived at Clays Lane for 36 years, four 
generations of one family, we are well integrated with the local community.

"The Major Road site is surrounded by four busy roads, we would be like animals in a zoo, we 
would become a target."

The chairman of the Save Major Road action group Jonathan Green said that the area around 
Major Road is deficient in green space as it is.

He added: "There has been more than 1,000 objections, the feeling in this community is 
incredibly strong, we don't want to come into conflict with the travellers.

"We live in probably the most culturally diverse borough in the country, I can't think of any 
other ethnic group that would be treated as the travellers have been treated, it is disgusting, 
putting families on a traffic island."

A council officers' report said the application went against council policies regarding loss of 
facilities for recreation and the protection of green space.

But members decided that this would be offset by improvements to existing areas of open 
space, including Draper's Field in Leyton.

Permission was also given for the playground to be moved a green space in Chandos Road, 
while other facilities will be relocated to Stratford Park.

Despite repeated pleas from the travellers and residents that they have not been consulted 
properly, LDA director Gareth Blacker said: "This is the culmination of more than two years' 
worth of detailed consultation and planning work with the council and the travellers 
themselves.

"We will continue this process with the travellers and the adjoining residents to ensure that 
this decision provides an acceptable solution for the local communtiy."



ERTF Update 04/2007 14

As the application is against the council's unitary development plan, the Government Office for 
London now has a couple of weeks in which to call in the appliication for a public inquiry.

Carl Brown

Source: The Guardian
http://www.guardian-series.co.uk/misc/print.php?artid=1232974

Vacancies
Project Manager and Project Assistant

The European Roma and Travellers Forum is looking for a Project Manager and a Project 
Assistant to set up its new subsidiary in Brussels. 

Job Description (Project Manager) 

- in cooperation with the Secretariat of the Forum, set up and maintain a functional office in 
Brussels, 
- establish and maintain good working relations with the European Commission, Parliament and 
other EU institutions and national government representations, 
- liaise with the national member organizations and the Secretariat in Strasbourg and keep 
them informed about relevant developments affecting Roma at EU level, 
- in cooperation with the ERTF Secretariat, draft regular reports on specific policy areas, 
- in cooperation with the Secretariat and the network members issue policy recommendations 
to the EU institutions on specific policy areas and policies affecting Roma, 
- establish and maintain good working relations with civil society organizations working in 
Brussels, in particular with the Commission sponsored networks. 

Requirements 

- University degree in Social Sciences or Law, 
- minimum of three years of experience in a similar position with a national NGO or public 
administration, 
- knowledge and understanding of the situation of Roma in Europe, 
- knowledge and understanding of EU politics, in particular on areas which particularly affect 
Roma, 
- good communication and writing skills, 
- professional fluency in English and good knowledge of Romani compulsory, 
- additional language skills in particular of French will be considered as an asset. 

Job Description (Project Assistant) 

- assist the project manager in his/her daily duties, 
- perform administrative tasks including book-keeping. 

Requirements 

- University degree in Social Sciences or Law or commensurate professional experience, 
- professional fluency in English and good knowledge of Romani compulsory, 
- additional language in particular of French and Dutch will be considered as an asset, 
- flexibility and adaptability. 

Candidates must be nationals of a Council of Europe member State and must be aged under 55 



ERTF Update 04/2007 15

on the closing date of the vacancy notice. 

Both positions are initially limited until 15 December 2007. 

Applications 

Interested persons should send their application together with a cover letter and CV outlining 
their interest and experience in English, French or Romani to: 

European Roma and Travellers Forum 
c/o Council of Europe 
rue Toreau 
F - 67075 Strasbourg 

E-mail: ertf@ertf.org 

Letters of recommendation from Roma or Traveller NGOs as well as of recommendation from a 
former employer will be appreciated.

Part-time assistants on Human Rights, Social Cohesion and Culture

The European Roma and Travellers Forum is looking for part-time assistants to support the 
work of its directorates Human Rights (Czech Republic), Social Cohesion (Romania) and Culture 
(Poland).

Under the direction of the directors of the directorates the assistants will be in charge of 
following up on any important developments in their field and assure a smooth communication 
flow between the directorates, the Forum’s delegates and the Forum’s central offices. They 
will also support the directors in administrative tasks and provide logistic support to the 
organisation of meetings.

Minimum requirements:

- Undergraduate studies in a relevant field such as social sciences, law or economics
- Good knowledge and experience on Roma issues
- Experience in drafting and writing of reports
- Administrative and logistic skills
- Good knowledge of English and Romani compulsory

The positions are on a consultancy basis (300 Euros per month) and do not constitute a full-
time employment.

Interested persons should send their application (letter of motivation plus CV) to the 

ERTF Secretariat at: ertf@ertf.org

For further information:
European Roma and Travellers Forum 
Tel.: + 33 3 90 21 4331 

Established in 2004, the European Roma and Travellers Forum is a international Roma umbrella 
organisation which gathers Romani organisations from all over Europe. Its aim is to promote the 
effective exercise by Roma and Travellers of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as 
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protected by the legal instruments of the Council of Europe and other international legal 
instruments. A partnership agreement with the Council of Europe gives the Forum a unique 
status and makes it a prime interlocutor for the Council of Europe and national governments on 
issues affecting Roma communities.

ERTF Update is an information bulletin on Roma issues. The views represented in the articles 
and comments do not necessarily represent the view of the European Roma and Travellers 
Forum. For reactions and comments please write to ertf@ertf.org. 


